The many faces of cocaine: the importance of psychosocial assessment in diagnosing and treating cocaine abuse.
Cocaine abuse is a major social health problem in the United States. However, much too frequently, cocaine abuse is overlooked by social workers, physicians, and other health team members who are busy directing their interventions at solving and treating the biological and psychosocial effects of taking cocaine, but fail to see the connection between these symptoms and cocaine use. In order to help social workers in health care settings recognize and deal effectively with cocaine-abusing patients, the author presents a three stage practice model. The first two stages focus on strengthening assessment skills via symptom identification and diagnosis confirmation, with attention to patterns and severity of illness. The third stage highlights the referring process leading to appropriate treatment resources.